Graphics/graphic design = visual communications
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Graphics/graphic design = visual communications

Graphic design is deliberate and considered. It is designed.
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Media graphics are

- used to convey news and information
- targeted to a specific audience

- published (print, online, other)

Advertisements, Infographics, Newsletters, Web sites, Newspapers, Magazines
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design basics

Four basic principals of design:

- Contrast
- Repetition
- Alignment

- Proximity

Ny | mcom 415 | media graphics

Copyright 2013 Adam Marton, all rights reserved



design basics | contrast

Use contrast to add visual interest to your work

- Contrast is created when two elements are different
- Grabs a readers attention
- Creates Hierarchy among elements

- Direct a readers eye
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design basics | contrast

Contrast can be used in many ways.
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design basics | contrast

A few rules.

- Elements should be the same or very different.
- All colors and elements must match and feel organic.

- Too many contrasting elements is bad design.
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design basics | contrast

Good or bad?
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design basics | contrast

Good or bad?
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design basics | contrast on the web
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design basics | contrast on the web

Mastered the Art of
Parallel Parking

Moving to a bigger city posed a challenge of having to
quickly learn how to parallel park on the busy streets.

| was born and raised in Florida—where you basically have to drive
everywhere you want to go. Luckily, almost all my destinations had large <

lots where | could easily park my car.

Earlier this year, | made a huge change in my life and drove across country
to live in Seattle, WA. The moment | entered the city, | found myself doing a
crash course in parallel parking. This instantly scared the crap out of me! |
never had to parallel park before. | don’t even think | needed to test for
parallel parking when | got my license in Florida. Living in a big city like,
Seattle, you have no choice but to be forced to learn how to squeeze your
car in between two others all while impatient drivers wait for you to move
out of their way.




design basics | contrast on the web
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design basics | prox 1mity

Use to group related elements

- Move related elements together so they are seen as one
unit/group.

- Usetul to reduce the number of elements on a page.

- Do not group unrelated items-- move them apart.

- Physical closeness implies a relationship:
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Want to be an

UNDERSTANDER?

How’d you like to . . .
understand every word and every nuance in a Shakespeare play?
Can you imagine . . .

going to see a play performed and actually understanding
everything that’s going on?

What if you could. . .

laugh in the right places in a play, cry in the right places,
boo and hiss in the right places?

Ever wanted to . . .

talk to someone about a Shakespearean play and have
that person think you know what you’re talking about?

Would you like to . . .
have people admire and even esteem you because
you know whether or not Portia cheated her father
by telling Bassanio which casket to choose?
It’s all possible.
Live the life you've dreamed about!
Be an Understander!
For more info on how to wisen up and start your new life as an

Understander, contact us right away: phone: 1-800-555-1212;
email: Ben@TheUnderstanders.com
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Want to be an

UNDERSTANDER?

How’d you like to . . .
understand every word and every
nuance in a Shakespeare play?

Can you imagine . ..
going to see a play performed and actually
understanding everything that’s going on?

What if you could. . .

laugh in the right places in a play,
cry in the right places, boo and hiss
in the right places?

Ever wanted to . . .

talk to someone about a Shakespearean play
and have that person think you know what
you're talking about?

Would you like to . ..

have people admire and even esteem you
because you know whether or not Portia
cheated her father by telling Bassanio
which casket to choose?

It’s all possible!
Live the life you’ve dreamed about—
be an Understander!

email: Ben@TheUnderstanders.com For more info on how to wisen up and start your
new life as an Understander, contact us right away:

1.800.555.1212
Ben@TheUnderstanders.com




Use proximity to reduce the number of elements on a page and imply cohesion.

nikevintoge.com

LD-1000 Daybreck

EAT OUR DUST.

Feel like you've seen these before?

Probably so, if you were alive and
running in 1977.

But this time we've revisited cur
original styles, and crafted them to look
30 years old—fresh out of the box.

And it's all there, almost to the stitch.
1970s-grade nylon. Welrd Swooshes. Aged
laces. Weathered foam. And, of course,

those iconic color combos,
It's vintage. Minus ”I
the annoying, “wait -

30 years”™ part. Beawertcn, Oregon




Don’t be afraid of white space.

Think small.

Ovur little cor isn't 30 much of 0 novelty  Nivver don't even think 32 miles 10 the gol-  some of our economies, you don't even
ony more. lon is going ony greo! guns. think cbowt them ony more.

A couple of dozen college kids doa't Or using five pints of oil insteod of five Except when you squeeze into o smoll
1y 10 squeeze inside it quorts. porking spot. Or renew your smoll insur-

Thoe guy ot the gos stotion doesn't osk Or never noeding onti-froeze. once. Or poy o smoll repoir bill,
where the gos goes. Or rocking vp 40,000 miles on o set of Or trode in your old YW for a

Nobody oven stores ot our shope. tires. new One.

In foct, some pocple who drive our little Thot's becouse once you get vsed to Think it over.




design basics | alignment

Use to create unity between elements and
organize the page.

- Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily.
- Every item should have a visual connection with something

else on the page.
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design basics | alignment

Ralph Roister Doister (717) 555-1212

-—

Mermaid Tavern

1027 Bread Street London, NM
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design basics | alignment

Ralph Roister Doister (717) 555-1212

Mermaid Tavern

Ralph Roister Doister

-

Mermaid Tavern

1027 Bread Street
London, NM

(717) 555-1212
1027 Bread Street London, NM
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design basics | alignment

This text is flush left.
Some people call it
quad left, or you can say
it is left aligned.

This text is centered.
If you are going to
center text,
make it
obvious.

In this paragraph it is
difficult to tell if this text
was centered purposely
or perhaps accidentally.
The line lengths are not
the same, but they are not
really different. If you can’t
instantly tell that the type
is centered, why bother?

This text is flush right.
Some people call it
quad right, or you can
say it is right aligned.
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design basics | alignment

Unity.
To make all elements on the page appear to be unified,
connected and interrelated, there needs to be some visual tie

between the separate elements.
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design basics | alignment

A few rules.

- Be conscious of where you place elements on a page. Every
element should be aligned with other elements.
- Avoid using more than one text alignment per page.

- Do not use centered text except where appropriate.
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design basics | repetition

Use to create consistency (unity) and visual interest.

- Repeat aspects of the design throughout the entire piece.

- Repeat a bold font, a line, a bullet, color or other design
element.

- Use to tie together elements on a page or to create unify in

a multipage document.
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Use repetition to tie together elements on a page:
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Use repetition to tie together a magazine or newsletter (or newspaper):

Designer | Emotional
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Use repetition to tie together physical elements with your brand:

MfBURCER Jdentity

Design Ranch
Karsas Cag MO,

www designranch com
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BEHIND THE DESIGN

SPECIAL SAUCE

With topping cptions from the simple (lettuce, tomats
peckle, onion) to the sensational (cheddar, bacos, Ined
epg. black bean chilli), chefBURGER was desigaed
to offer sereething special to Kansas City burger bov
ers. And with the corpany’s poal of creating future
franchise ocppeetunities, its identity had to be both
eve.catching and fleaible

The Design Ranch team went cut on a kmb wak
their characterdeiven concept. "Ornginally, the chent
anly wanted a type selutica " explains designer Ingred
Sidie. “The biggewt challesge was going back to him
with an ides that was ceggrally presented and repected
and comvincing him that thes was definstely the way to
go. 1t was one of the holdest meorves we've evet made m
2 design firms because we could have peopardized the
relstionship. Locky fee s, he listened

The quitky burges icom were influenced by Astas
pop<culture and designer viend tovs. Each has as cna
unixjue personality

We wanted the beasd 10 dlunzate the peasibilaies
that chefBURGER cffers its cumteenerns,” Sadie 1o
‘U you're feeling 3 lathe spicy of a litthe achermturous
cheMBURGER will have something foe you”

28 JUNE 2009 NN HOWDES N COM




Use repetition to tie together elements of a package:
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Rl’.QlfFjS'l‘ THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY
AT THE CELEBRATIQN OF THEIR UNION

SATURDAY, THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF JULY
“TWO THOUSAND.AND TWELVE
FIVE O'CLOCK IN THE AF TERNOON
: THE FARM ;
215 JUSTICE RIDGE ROAD
CANDLER, . NORTH CAROLINA

REGCEPTION TO FOLLOW

KINDLY RESPOND BY
THE THIRTIETH OF JUNE

M

GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTS

REGRETFULLY DECLINES

PLEASE INITIAL EACH GUEST'S ENTREE SELECTION:

BEEF WELLINGTON
BAKED STUFFED SHRIMP

VEGETABLE CANNELLONI




design basics | process

Develop a creative process.

1. Research

2. Thumbnails

3. Roughs

4. Comprehensives

5. Publication
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design basics | process

1. Research

- Audience, Goal, Format, Budget, Constraints
- Brainstorming

- Clip file / Research similar projects
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design basics | process

2. Thumbnails

- Pencil and paper sketches
- Explore ideas in rough form

- Small-- approx. 2x3”-- multiple on one sheet
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design basics | process

3. Roughs

- Select the best two or three thumbnails for refinement.
- You may move to the computer at this stage.
- Generally, work in black and white and insert color as one

of your final steps.
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design basics | process

4. Comprehensives (“Comps”)

- Piece of art that you supply to the client for final approval.

- Should be clean and professional-- look just like the
finished product.

- Always be prepared for changes.

5. Publish Press, Web, etc
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Headline / body copy / branding
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Headline / body copy / branding

BA humbug.

JoMmi... still the most effective form of birth con
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Headline / body copy / branding
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